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In I718 this area WAS settled 

by dean-Baptiste Baudreau 
ft Graveline. born 167] in 
Montreal. Arrived with 

d'Iberville at Fort Maurepas 


aboard the Renomméc, dan. 8, 
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00. Prominent colonist - 
adventurer - merchant, 
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SWhen “Le Moyne d'iberville 
abandoned Biloxi Bay in the 
winter of-1701-02 and transferred .- 
Louisiana’s prinicpal *fortificas _. 
tion to‘the Mobile River, one of 
his more reliable lieutenants in= 
the establishment of “the new,. 
gutpost:.was Jean-Baptiste; 
Baudreau de Graveline.. ASS 

} Graveline was a native~of 
Montreal, second son of Urbaine 
Baudreau de Graveline, a” pro-:| 
dearly settler of the 
AE. 


migent and | 
StaLawrence River. -i2¢ 2 
1 jate’ 1699 Graveline Jeft # 


died. A few years later, 
1_Grayeline took an Indian con- 
cubine (daughter of a local 
chieftain) and by her had several 
additional children. * oor 
-S" As the years passed, Graveline 
“became relatively affluent, in 
several instances being referred 
4 ;, wealthiest 
settler’, When Bienville moved 
Louisiana’s  capital™ back to 
Biloxi Bay in 1720, Graveline 
moved his’-residence to the 
Pascagoula River where he had 
deen raising cattle for a number 
of years. It was =not far from 


to abr ‘the. colony’ 


= 


-: 


Fence on’ the ship Renommee e years: ) 

obnihe second -.of Yberville’s where his old Canadian comrad 
stzategic. oyages and, after ° Joseph Simon, dit La Pointe had 
nearly, two. years at "Fort. built a dwelling -which some 
Maurepa “assisted Bienville -. maintain still stands today. = 
and‘ Iberville in the building of By his Indian mate, Graveline 
Old Mobile! A847 2 PG had at Jeast two children, one of 


whom married Pierre Paquet. 
The descendants of this union 
today number in the thousands, 
as do the descendents of 
Graveline’s gra 
Catherine-Louise, who married 
~ Joseph Bosarge in 1763. 

In 1757, one of Graveline’s 
sons, Jean-Baptiste, Jed a group 

f insurrectionists up the 


ce’. 
of his king was not great, but he 
brought: with him to ‘Louisiana’ 
more risk capital’ than the - 
typical settler. He saw quickly 
that his opportunities for success 
did not lie in the old town of 
Mobile, but at Massacre (now 
Dauphin) Island where he would 
be close to both the ship traffic 
_ and the Spanish at Pensacola.3"\ 
_ At Pensacola the Spanish, . 
while Jacking in supplies and 
consumer goods, were loaded | 
with currency from New Spain. 
Graveline, after building a large _ 
surplus of capital by selling © 
merchandise to these rivals, 
arranged to send his hard cur- 
rency on to Havana, Cap- 
francais and Veracruz in return 
for livestock, particularly cattle, 
which he raised on. the 
grasslands -of Dauphin Island 
surrounding the inlet still called 
Graveline Bay. 
: By. this enterprise, Gravelin 
aised enough capital to 
_ purchase a ship and, by the time 
adillac came to reside on 
Dauphin Island as Louisiana's 
new governor, Graveline had 
formed a trading company and 
was making frequent trips to 
France. 7 
From one such voyage 
Graveline brought back a 
French Protestant wife but, 
after giving birth to one son, she 
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Alabama River after the rebels 

slew one of Governor Kerelac’s 

commandants. On reaching Fort 

Toulouse, -the culprits were. 
overtaken, brought “back sto 
Mobile and broken on the wheel, 

Jean-Baptiste with them. 

_-By 1763, France’s Louisiana - 
empire had come to an end. Of 

the settlers -who “had lived 

through the, entire “French oc- 

cupation, only, Graveline was 

“still alive in the colony (the only 

other survivor- being “Bienville 

himself who, however, . Was 

reaching the end of his Jong life 

somewhere in, Paris). It was 

during that_ very year that 

Graveline was last seen alive on 

his Pascagoula River estate 

where he reported to (and was. 
believed by) some gullible 

journalist that he was 118 years 

old. Sometime during the next 

few years (he was then well into 

his 90s), Graveline must have 

passed away, although no record 

of the event has yet come to 

light. His descendants in the 

Mobile-Pascagoula area number 

in the thousands, including many 

locally well-known figures. 
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